THE REGIONS OF POWER
the world. Every four years the inhabitants arise
from their slumbers to get excited about some
such question as whether more liquor shall be
drunk or less. Then the defeated candidate wires
congratulations to the elected president. Fairplay,
perhaps; but it is not political warfare."
"Well," I said, "those conditions are peculiarly
American. But why, the world over, are there so
few capable statesmen at a moment when there
is such urgent need of them?"
"Because political life is to-day far more
complicated than it used to be. Furthermore,
capitalism has swallowed political interest. Now
the world is only interested in money. People
think of nothing but their own money and that
of others. Vanished are the days when all Europe
paid close attention to the speeches of Peel or
Disraeli; or even to those of Jaurfcs and Clemen-
ceau! When political matters are discussed on
the wireless, they listen to a sentence or two and
then switch off. Nobody studies politics. The
people does not want to rule but to be ruled, and
to be left in peace. Were there more great
statesmen in Europe there would be less
partisanship."
I questioned him about Germany, comparing
the Germans and the Americans in respect of
industry and efficiency.
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